
of Virginia, for the year en-Imp "(Vh September, IKfll,
fives ome iuie cstiug luform .U. u of the mi i l l'"
tu Hie fit it-¦¦ Tho report of i n 1 a'¦ lTOO, which
wae mn1o niton UiiiHiiicnt, anil t »emo extant teema-
ploto returns, gave an sggiogalo oi cavalry, art iilory, in-
I'nntry of tlm line, ligh- Infantry and riflemen, of 143.'265
©Ulcers, ton-oowno- tomd oiiu rs, musicians «,... pri¬
vates- 20,0o0 leas thin full and m rate return*
Would th ai av shown. It't tho mibuxj ont d,-fe"' n
Hint treurbe y ol a i>ortl"ii of tin. State (and in that eh of-
ly won tlio defective ant delltl |ueut returns.! iii< et be
talon Into the climate now. iti -"gh it is c nndeitd'
sorted that it cannot be tnnoh, If any, loss than 1.3ti,oOO
or 140,000 in 11 subject to milltin duty.

At the date of the butt report there were in cnn ns''
02 troop-; of cavalry, '26 companies of irlil . ry, 1" ""

pantos of light infantry and 113 coM|«mlce ol riiletnen.
Now there are in c-m-iii .! 'ins ii¦ . 1:1 -¦

gorvicr, 131 troops of oavalrv. los c uiipiml-'-i of artillery,
404 of II ;Lit Infantry, 2T7 iH iitlenu-n, and till Stalo has
in the sorvlce of the Confederate Siitos about OH rep
monts of volntiteere, luclo ling cavalry, artillery, light
Infantry and rillemcn, one b itudlou ot enlisted men, and
one brigade of nnJitiu of the line
Una. Richardson in trod .cos int» his report a review of

the past condition of the State In regard to her military
defence*, as an appropriate lesson for the future. Prior
to tho act of March i, 1868, providing for reorganizing the
militia, thn State, bv a mistaken courso of legislation,
had boon reduced to a condition so entirely defenceless,
that an org unzed and armed force of 1,0C0 men could not
have boon assembled nnywhoro to uieot the extremist
emergency; and although tho r-organization of a totally
disbands militia presented in the outset many difficulties
not easily overcome, yet, under tin operations of tbo
act referred to, it ivas n rapid and complete success,Which proved that the Legislature ha-1 boen far In roar of
the public feeling and military spirit of our people. Uy a
rigid and inlluxib'o enforcement of the law in regard to
tbo organization of tho elite of our mi'.ilia.the volunteer
corps.the State waa enabled, when she seceded, to throw
promptly into the Held a force which, with our gallant
brethren of the South, has proved invincible, and will bo
.o until our independence is achieved.

Referring to the oxhibltiou of spirit and readiness
.hewn by Virginia in the present war, Uonural Richard-
.on says:.
From the day that Virginia seceded from the late Union,and resuming her eovcrelgnty, cutting her lot with thoDoofedora'e States, she has bocu gallan'.iy and nobly bur

tained by tier own anne and by the chivalrle sons of tbo
South; and, although not eo well prepared for the war,which has boon forced upon ue, as olio might have been,if the evont had been foreseen, tho result h ut shown that
she was bolter propaied not only than any of the Slatoe
Of the confederacy, but than any of those which coin-

£oaod tho luto Union, except possibly the State of New

Ths report of Genoral Richardson, from which we hare
collected the above Interesting information, is a document
not only exhibiting tho characteristic Industry of the ve¬
teran General, but breathing upuroaud lofty patrioticspirit, all the more Interesting because no ono can doubt
Its sincerity in this old and honorable public oflleer of Vir¬
ginia. We' h iirtHy concur with tho position taken byGeneral iticliardson that " none can deny that tho Pluto
bos act oil up to her whole duly, or believe that the Virgi¬nia of 1861 has degenerated from the Virginia of 1776."
The report which General Richardson lias raado doeshim a measure of credit which we would be glad to see

awarded him, as a faithful otllcor of tho commonwealth,honored by all who know him for industry, sincerity and
. puro and single hearted patriotism, as becoming to tbo

»of 1770 as it is alike honorable and useful in the emer-
ctea of the present

Tho DUpalch of yesterday says of the fight in Poca¬hontas county, Va.We received last evening, throughthe kindness of a gentleman from Western Virginia, somefurther incidents of tho battie fought on Friday last, onthe Alleghany Mountains.
The report which reached the city on Sunday, that theforoea of Col. Johnson were surprised by tbo enemy, is,wo are assured, entirely erroneous. Tbo action, In fact,commenced on Thursday evoning between the

pickets, end this contradicts the statcmeut previouslymade that the enemy approached from the rearand frout, turning both our llunlo. As near as wc can
ascertain tbo Unionists, wbo were doubtless guided byUnion men of tho vicinity, camo upon Colonel Johnson's
camp soon after dayiight" from the North, their strengthbeing four regiments of about 1,000 uieu ouch. They at¬tacked our forcos, consisting of threo regiments of an ave¬
rage of 400 men each, two battallans, numbering togetherCOO man and two batteries of four guns each. The fightcontinued until two o'clock P. M., when the enemy re¬treated.
.One groat advantage the federals possessed was a positionbehind some felled timber at a convenient distance from
our camp, where tbeynrere woll protected from our lire,and had a good opjiortunity of picking offour men when¬
ever they showed ihems dvos. They were, however, tlnallyShotted out by our batteries, and forced to make a rapidretreat. They carried in >st of thoir wounded down the
mountain to the ambulances, though some were left onthe field.
CAptain Anderson, of the I<oo battery, was shot deadfrom bis horse at au early period of the fight.A letter to Judge Camden mentions the death of an of¬ficer of the Twelfth Georgia regiment, but gives no name.We also learn that Liouteuant Regan was killed. There

are contradictory statements relative to the death ofLieutenant Lewis Thompscn.The Northwestern boys behaved meet gallantly,and de¬served much praiso for their heroic conduct. They ad¬
vanced and attacked tlio enemy three separato times, andbeing thus exposed suffered more heavily than any othertroops.
Only two companies of the Fifty second Virginia regi¬ment, Col. Ilahlwin'a, wore engag'-d in tho fight.Capt.Skinner's aud Capt. Lllloy'p. Several were wounded inthese companies, but only oue was killed.

UNION PRISONERS IN RICHMOND.
. The Richmond Examiner of the ltith says.Three menand two boys ware brought to this city on Salurduy'byCaptain T I). Whits, Company K, Second Tennessee regi-nasDt, as prisoners of war. They were captured on Mouday last,just beluw the batteries at Evuosport, while in
a boat on the Potomac and not far from shore. Tho moubelong to tho New York Fire Zouaves, attached to the
command of Sickles, and are named John Ayres, JohnBare and Jesse Jackson. The smallest lad, Charley Smith,Is a son or the Lieutenant of Company F. Fifth New YorkState Militia. The other, slightly larger, (about fourtoen
years of ggu apparently) is a son of tho Captain of Com¬
pany I of the same regiment. They were pat with theother military prisoners on thsir arrival hers. The go¬vernment may, perhaps, send tho boys back to their

FEDERAL DESERTERS JOIN TnK REBEL ARMY.The Richmond Examiner of tho 16th says:.Two men,who lately belonged to the Northern army and desertedtherefrom, ana who were afterwards brought to this cityand confined In one of the military prisons here, havebeen released and permitted to go to Kentucky, where itIs understood to be thsir intention to Join the Confederate
army under Genersl A. S. Johnston. They are both Ger¬
mans end woll informed mon. Their names ere Lieute¬nant Barron Van Fluscthauron, of Company H,Forty-firthregiment New York State MilitU,and Sergeant MajorCharles Van Oilson, Company B, First regiment Bicklds'brigade.
'® ^££25 Sd^iASlgpraEAT.'OOKMO BVKNT8 CA8T T1UHR8H *1)0 w8 BEFORE TIT EM-

A VKUY DARK SHADOW FOB WK8TERN VIRGINIA.
[Correspondence Richmond Whig, Dec. 11.)

Richmond, Dec. 10.1361.
Sm.General Ifloyd'e retreat from Cotton Hill havingbeen referred to by bis friends as a proof of his masterly.kill as a tuctiyan, I invito vour attention to the follow¬

ing letter, addressed by a reliable party to the LynchburgVirginian, giving in brief the salient incidents of that
retreat. On this letter the editor of the Virginian ob
serves."It gives, we doubt not.au honest and truthful,OS well as detailed account, of the ,most disgraceful vout
that our armies have sutTerod during the war. Thin un¬
fortunate sdalr eclipses all the rising fame of General
Floyd, and ends the ill fated campaign in Western Vir
Kin la tp a biaito of glory for the- Yankees." Yet tltu
Aramtiter designates General Floyd as the hero of D^rtyengagements Well may General Floyd ¦' No
more sf [Jjttl, Hal, an thou lovest rpel''. REDAN.'[Correspt ndenoe of Uio '^nchb'irg Virginian.]Caw *.^tonmkm Vkbi.va, Nov. 2'J. I.i61.
MR. Kgrr k.Perhaps you have not hart a cor-

reot detailed account of General Floyd'* retreat
from Cotton Hill, although you may have heard
various accounts about It. 1 was at Meadow
Bluff at tho time of the retreat, hut soon after
left there, aud jolnod the brigade here two days ago, and
havo carefully taken notes from accounts of the rotreal
furnished ine by various ottcer*. It is another dark
shadow in tho campaign of Western Virgiula. It is an
event that gives encouragement and emboldens the ene¬
my on nil sides. I regret that it has to be related, but
we must bo honest, and give a correct account of failures
as well as triumphs; though this'is not the )>o1icy of the
enemy, who never give a correct account of their defeats,
but magnify them into victories. Our policy Is truth, let
tbe consequences be what they may.
On the evening of November 10 tbe enemy made

Strong demonstrations, near Cotton Hill, of an attack
on the next day, and General Floyd ordered the army
to fall back throo miles, to Dickinson's encamp
meut, where the fortifications were. Next morning
It was reported that the enemy wcro advancing to
Fayettcville, to rut off our retreat and surround our brig¬
ade. This news caused General Floyd to order a rot-eat,
which took place about eight o'clock at night, when the
brigade retreated beck to Fayettevllle, two and a lut'f
miles, and nailed to guard the road which the enemy
were expected to come In to attempt to cut off our ru
treat. Here the brigade,remuincd until just day light,
without shelter, victuals or repose, whon they were
Ctrdnred to continue their retreat. This was en tho morn
tng of the 13th, when the roport that the enomy was
marching to Fayettevllle to cut off our retreat proved to
be false, as tho scouts returned and reported no enemy
near. The brigade continued its retreat ten miles on the
13tb, and halted at Camp McCoy for the night. Daring
the whole of the retreat, thus tar. there was a great deal
of excitemeut,fear, and osp dally loss of baggage, pro¬
perty and previsions; and on tho night cf the lltli th -y
burned about tnree hundred tents, sevetal bales of new
blankets and overcoats, a number of mess chests, ramp
equipage of ail kinds, and flour barrels were burst, con¬
tacts scattered on the ground, and ull kinds of provisions
wasted aud scattered, all to preveut the enemy from
getting them. Wagoners wore compelled to tako the
horses from the wagons, mount them, and fly for safety,leaving aitout fifteen wugons in the hands of the enemy.On the morning of the 14lb the brigade took up their
march fi out camp McCoy, and had goue but two mileswhsn it was reported that the enemy were near andrushing on the brigade. At this, the cavalry under com¬mand of Colonel Crogbnn were ordered back to scout the
country, and ascertain the enemy's distance. When
®Z 1 gon back two miies they met the enemy 'spickets advancing, when Colonel Croghan ordered his

men all to dismount, though he did not, when tho picketsof tbe onerny Bred on him, aud he fell, mortally wound¬ed. His men took htm up and carried him souic 'tw o hun¬dred yards to a house, when they discovered that lieenemy.who were formed into u V, to flank our cavalry,and the signal to close in was the flre of the picket-inthe road, who had killed the Colonel.were cl"«ing in
and tho Colonel told them to fly and save themselves, forbe was dying. At the moment, those who wore with theColonol discovered that their horses had been taken bytho Yankeo plokets, who had rushed upou them, theyturned and fled, and the whole cavalry came within tive
minutes of being all cut off aud captured.
The cavalry then all swept on In a breast until they

came up with tliC'Cirof o't Wi^ry, nod pror'alnn rt
that the enemy wore pu suing double nek mue.
Then u|)|x di<Hl it ki'oo lii ir niniy iudoi ribab e mi l
of terrllic cmiI'ii-hom. At the wur<l tho enemy a; pur-
ai.ii ul] broke oil In n wil mil, mint p f, Ighieiied
tli .1 ilny threw nwiiv th-ir kna'waokH nod nil tlio.v had,
Out gun Mid kiiiin t« defend thcniHeivos with. It ro¬
il a, ii great cltbrl ii| ii tlio p ii i ol 11io ollleorn, who woro
>mow tint cool, to prevent a perfect rout. 'I'ho enemy

r etued to have the. advantage, and pursued fatiUtr tlmu
., i men ouitld ret'eat, and < ainn upon thum oven with
th omin n, and flrod six shot upou the loar of the hrl
gade. 'ilio road was 30 bud and muddy that tho brigadecould not march moro tlmu eight miloii u day. Tliero
had boon ho much rain and ivngonlng along tho road that
it was a perfect mire, about half a leg doop, and all lutd
to « !o right through It.
After this day tho brigado continued its rotroat on to¬

ward* Pack's Kerry, but with u great deal of foil and
dhllculty, and Dually euouiupod hero on tho 24th or No-
vemlie This oncampmoul lit tioar I'otoraUiwn, in tlio
south odgo of Monroo county, and it is orpee.iod that tho
brigade will winter near bote. W. L. U.,

D&lton Guard, Phillips' legion.
A RAT ITOLR TO BK STOPPHP.

Tho Goliad (Texas) Mtssmgtr notice:, tho arrival there
of 5.000 |K>unda of rifle powc.or, brought from Mexico.
The .Wrtvjeui/er guys tlrnt trul.ia of ox towns couliuuo to

pass through Goliad to and from the salt regions. Texas
will boo ii be abuadaully sullied with salt.

THE SIEGE OP MATAMORA8.
PKrtl'KKATK FIOUTINO.

Tho Charleston Courier, of the 17th, lias the following
despatch rolntlve to tbo lato fighting between tbo Mexi¬
cans at Mataraorau;.

Nbw Orisans, Doc. 13,1M1.Tho Brownsville flag, of tbo 2Hth ult., hu boon re¬
ceived bore, bringing tbo latest iutulligonce ol the aiogeof Matainoras.
Tbe Flag says tho siege commenced on the 20th andstill continued. Sovorul doapurata engagements bad

taken pliico iu tbe city, In every one of wliicb Carols, attbo bead of tbe Criuullnos, iu town, souined to havebad tbo advantage of Caravalal, wbo leads the Kotos'.Tbe tieslexers, on tbo 2Gth ult., at tbo iu-itaiico of theFrench Consul, granted a (lag of truce of twenty-fourhours in order to allow foreigners to move themselves and
their property. Vory llttlo was saved, howover, tbestreets buing obstructed by barricades.
Ten largo stores, ftlled with costly goods, had alreadybeou destroyed. Several forelgnurs and non-combatants

wore killed. The contest was renewed fiercely on the
27tli, and a torrifie firing kopt up that night.Caravajal sends bis wounded to Brownsville.

EXCITEMENT AMONG THE REBELS OK TEN¬
NESSEE.

Tb Lo dsviUo correspondent of tbe Cincinnati GateUe
writos, under date of tbo 12U> Inst., tbo following facta re¬
lative to tho lato attompt of tbe Tennessee authorities
to draft soldiers:.

1 have news from from Nashville to tbe 0th. Indigna¬tion of Governor Harris' orders to raiao troops by draftfrom tbe militia was intense, even among the secession¬ists. Tho Daily Gatette dsuounced it in unmeasured
terms, declaring that it was worse than Lincoln's eall for
men to "subdue the South." In the Fourth ward ofNashville Captain Patterson refused to obey orders for
conscription, but was afterwards forced to obedionoo bya threat of court martial. In South Nashville, on the 2d
inst., a mob of more than one hundrod men rushed upontho Governor's officers, and broke up tbo boxes used indrafting. A fight onsued bstwoen tbeCoufedorats officersand tbo people, in which two persons were killed and ten
or twelve wounded
Governor Harris was compelled to keop his room at thoSt. Cloud up to the Hum my iuformant left, under strongguard, for fear of assassiuation by the incensed people,lie had received many anonymous letters threatouing hislife. Col. llenry Claiborne, or the militia, was also afraidto show his bead on the streets.
Tbo wrltor furthor states that J. 0. Griffith, financial

proprietor of the Nashville Union and American, originalsecessionist, and Hu^b McCroa, an Irish origiuul suces-
.iouist, were among those drawn for militia sorvlce.Throe wholesale dry goods morcbauls, Alfred Adams,Tom Fife and W. 3. Akin, had also been selected to shoul¬der tho musket. Some wealthy persons offered as highas $2,000 for substitutes.

ANOTHER ACCOUNT.
Tho correspondent of the Chicago Timet, writing rrom

the samo place, makes tho following remarks alluding to
the same subject:.
Southern advices to tho 6th Inst, show the utmost

consternation among the rebels at Nashvillo and
Memphis. While the loaders of treason are bo-
ginniDg to tremble and to invoke all the helpwithin hearing for thoir protection against the
national army, the down-troddou penplo are im¬
patient of further oppression and exaction. Iu Nash¬
ville, on the 2d day of December, about one hundred men
attacked tho Governor's officers engaged in drafting fromthe militia in the southern part of tho City, and broke uptheir boxes, driving them from their office. In the
struggle (wo men were kiiiod and twelve or thirteen
wounded. In another portion of Nashville Captain Put-
torson, who had been ordered to commence a draft fromihe militia, positively refused, till threatened with court
martial.
Tho Governor of Tennessee bad received many

anonymons threats of execution at the hands of tbo
!«ople, and thongbt it necessary to keep out of harm's
way. For several days precodlDg tbe departure of myinformant hu bad not IcK his room at tbe fit. Cloud Hotel,where ho kept a strong bodyguard. Colonel Claiborne,of the militia,ono of Harris' obedient tools, had alsobeen invisible, for fear ol the people.

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS.
A MOVEMENT ON ST. LOCI3 RECOMMENDED.The Memphis Acalanchtt of tho 2d inat. has an article

urging a heavy movement upon o't. Louis. Tho con-eluding paragraph is as foliowar-
It appears to us that now is the favored moment for a

combined attack on that vitally important point, and lhatall the forces we eon spare should bo concentrated forthe purpose. It is thus that the war can be most effectu¬
ally transferred from the lower to the Upper Mississippi.

A MOUNT FOB TRAITOR BRECKINRIDGE.
John 0. Breckinridge has been presented with the finehorse Kentucky Bjrparties in Louisiana.

THE REBELS AT BOWI.INQ GREEN DESERTING.Desertions from Bowling Groon are frequent. and some¬
times quite numerous. One Kust Tennessee rebel captain,who suppoeod his company numbered about one hundred,could only muster fifteen one evening, to his great sur¬
prise. A gentleman who left Bowling Groen Mondayweek assures me tho forco in that place docs not exceed
fifteen thousand, and that the fortifications aro weak
works. Be says the heaviest guns are twelve-pounders.
1 UK REBELS DRAFTING TROOPS IN KENTUCKY AND

TENNESSEE.
The rebels were preparing to draft men in'Kentucky,

as well as in Tennessee. Bunkner declares he was invited
iuto Kentucky, and now he is.this is eaid to be his own
language."between holi and damnation, and does net
know whicb way to go."

THE REBEL WM. H. BYRD.
[From tho Richmond Knquirer, Dec. 19.]This individual, who was arrested several months since

on suspicion of being a spy, and who has since been in¬
carcerated in the county Ja.ll, was released therefrom en
Tuesday, and started yesterday, in company with his
father, to rejoin his family in Augusta, Georgia", of which
place he is a native. Byrd owed his arrest to the lengthof his stay in Washington after the battle of Manassas,which led to the supposition when he came here that ho
did so for no gonii purpose, lie was endorsed as a goodSouthern man by Hon H. C. Burnett, member of Congressfrom KsutnCVy, and Secretary Benjamin, acting princi-
[(tii" on that,ordeieil hie release. Mr. Byrd lias a wife
aud'twu childrep living in Augusta.

MOVEMENTS OF REBEL GENERAL?.
The Richmond Examiner of the 19th says:.Brigadier

General Henry A. Wise arrived in this city on Tuesday,
from his farm in Princess Anne county. His friends will
bo gratified to learn that Ids brief respite from tlio ar¬
duous duties of the campaign has proved highly beneficial
to his health Brigadier General John B. Floyd also ar¬
rived iu this city on yesterday. It li s been reported
that tho command of General Floyd would be ordored to
reinforoe our army in Kentucky. j

rNION PRISONERS TO BE SENT SOUTH.
The s.'ino paper slates:.On Monday next one hundred

ami seveuty-flve of the Yankee prisoners now hero will
tie despatched so thward.probably to North Carolina.
It is said that arrangements are being perfected by the
enemy that will lead to the return of eight of our officers,
ami the consequent smiling Hway by ua of that number
of ihoirs now here. We hope it may prove true.

GENERAL BUTLER'S DIVISION.
OUR SHIP ISLAND CORRESPONDENCE.

Ship Island Roads, Dec. 7,MSI.
D'txirtun of the Constitution.The Troops rn Ship Irtand-

Foitifcations tf the Position.The Command of Colonel
Jones.Satisfactory Trip of the Constitution.Stereoscopic
Views on Shij board, <tr.
At five o'clock the Constitution weighed Anchor, auil we

left ?hlp Island and Its garrison of New England troops toil¬
ing manfully to put the position In such condition as to
mako It worthy of the object for which it is designed. In
leaving the regiments I cannot forbear from again re,
marking tbo tine material of which they are composed'
and ox pressing the hope that this expedition will crown
with fresh honors tho land from which they Hail.
Sines wo left Boston there has not hec-n a case of riot¬

ous conduct: the men hare behaved thoroughly well,and
have reflected great credit on their oftcere.

In this connection I wish to devote a few lines to the
merits of the Colonel of the Twenty-sixth Massachusetts
regiment. Colonel Jones has been actively engaged in
the service ever since tlio proclamation of tbo President
on the loth of April. t His command was the very first to

-espond to the call for troops, and is believed by many to
have been instrumental, more than any other regiment,
in saving the national capital from the rebels in the peril¬
ous days of April. Although, excepting the fight in Balti¬
more, he has been in no engagement, yet since tbo open¬
ing of the wnr he hits been almost continually acting
Brigadier General, to the disadvantage of his own regi¬
ment, and has bad ss muth oxperioncc in that capacity as
any volunteer officer in the army. It seems as though
Jlnsaai'husctts would honor herself in promoting the ud-
\ inccmeut of the man who gainod for her tho distinction
of having bocn first in tho field: but up to this timo ho
has been compelled to see men elevated to rank abovo
him who possess very litllo of his competency or expe¬
rience. It is reported that he is soon to meot a recogni¬
tion of his services by promotion. Ibis ought to bo true;
at all events his polities should not bo a bar to his ro-
calving tho reward of his merits.
i'row the tune we left fortress Monroe, the 27th of No-

ve nber, our voyage wiit one of plnnsuro. The weathor
was delight 11, the hIcIob almost cloudless, and u.l onboard in gn.l spirits and enjoying the sporting of tho(li loient v.iriolioti ui tho lUuiy kingdom with which tlioBuuthern wators ure constantly ullvo.
Considering thai hue lieon ttie (1 rut tr ip of the Con¬

stitution, it hint boon in- Bt satisfactory. Wo travo hurthut liitlo had wca Iter, b"t most of the pasaugo wc havehart strong In n I winds inid part of tho tiuie very heavyh;ik. Pho baa pursued her coureo steadily, wlttiout anyti mblo or accident (him far. OaptAln l'lotcher and thecl ief engineer are constantly watching for opportunities,and have made game plans which, if success'iil, will
make tho Constitution the best scshoat iu tho werid.
Captain Fletcher and bis gentlemanly purser, Mr. Jainos8 Pullioinus, of Now York, huvo lieen untiring in theirefforts to m >kc the trip agreeable. The canto spirit has

p Tvadod all the ship's oflloors, and has done a gront deal
towards making Urn expedition a pleasure cruise ratherthan a matter of busiuc r.
Of Giptatu Hotelier's profloienoy as a sailor It Is un¬

necessary to speak; his reputation Is already mudo; but,us I remember his urbanity and his attention to tlio
wuuts of Ids passengers, i foul consliuiued to oxpross theb< po that his future inay be us successful and ss popularas has boon his post.
One vory pleasant feature of our expedition has beonthe taking of numerous stereoscopic views of different

scones on shipboard aud at Ship Island. Tho pictures
are taken by Or. Perkins, tho ship's surgeon. Tlio
doctor has been in the habit of amusing himself la tlio
hours of leisure In Ibis way for a lung while, end hus be¬
come very much attachsd to the occupation. On the tripof tho St. Lonls from New York to San Francisco, In which
Lady Franklin was a passenger, Dr. Perkins got aouo
beautiful views, especially these taken in the Straits of
Magellan.

NEW SOUTH AMERICAN COTTON FIELDS.
Superior Cotton from Veuexuelo.The

Competition In Cotton Culture.
It will be very Interesting to know that groat efforts

are about to bo made for the extonslvo cultivation of out-
ton la Venezuela. There la no doubt whatever that If
tho matter be actod upon with energy and decision, im
motiso quantities of a vory superior kind of cotton can be
raised all through this fertile and beautiful country. Cot¬
ton culture Is uow quite general among the pUutors.
Nearly two thousand baloa have boon shipped to Phila¬
delphia in three woeks from Puerto Cabelto, and live
thousand bales are ready for shipment at I<aguapra for
New York and Boston. From Cabruta to the months of
lhe Orinoco rlvor, 60,000 acres have been plantod wl'h
cotton, where never a pound of ootton was raised before.
We liavo been presented with some very

One samples of Venezuelan ootton, principally
wild, gatherod in dilTerent districts of the coun¬
try. Some of these specimens are as One as the
bsetoultivated cotton. Tho rich soil of Esplno'e estate,
near Caracas, has produced soma excollont ootton of spon¬
taneous growth, and at an elevation of 3,000 feet above
tho level of the soa. One specimen, from the Eastern
province of Cumana, from the rains of Fort San Antonio,
grown tn a soil or dust and mortar, Is of remarkable fine
nt83. Soma of the remaining trees of a deserted cotton
estate in theWestern province of Maracalbo hare produced
some very fair cotton.
These specimens of Venezuelan cotton have been pre¬

sented to ua by Senor Don Ramon Paez, the son of the
prosont en lightonod and popular ruler of Venezuela. We
are glad to learu that a cotton company is to be formed
hero for the purpose of extending the cultivation of this
Indispensable cotton plant throughout tho whole republic
Tlie English have already seized tho opportunity of the
return of peace to the country to form a company In Kng-'.md for the cultivation of cotton in Vonezuela. Tho Liver¬
pool Pctt of the 6th November thus refers to the new Eng"
lish company;.
A cotlou company has just boon announced for produciug that article in Venezuela. The list of direct >rs U

well calculated lo inspire confidence, and iu thut list we
find the namo of a Liverpool merchant, Mr. A. 11. For-
wood. In ttao pro6pectus the company say;.
The promoters of the Venezuela Cotton Company (limited)hove secured a tract of land, constating of ahum £fo,tUU acresof tho well known Bolivar rat.it*, considered to be one of therichest dlstilets lit South America for the growth of cotton,healuiy In climate, open to water carriage, ami wotdn seventeen days' communication with England. The report fromMr. Linden, Director of tho Zoological Hardens of BruHeels,and also Director of the botanical section ot Hie Janltu d'Ac-clknatlnn at l'arts, o completely proves that th's estate Is

most peculiarly adapted lor the growth and cultivation ofcotton that It would he supertluou.; for the dim tor-to a<ld
anything to that important document. Mr. Linden's testi¬
mony beiomca the mure valuable from the fact that he wasselected by the Klug of tho Belgians to make a scientific re¬
port upon the resources of Veuezuela, and that h« U tho¬
roughly aripiainled witli the particular locality where the op¬erations of the company are proposed to be carried out.
A well executed inap Ncoompuniea tho proepeetus. and

wo find the locale in an indentation of the mainland oppo¬site tho I.ceward lalea, There is no doubt wbatovor that
cotlou can bo grown there ia any quantity if labor and
capital can ho obtained. The company will lind the capi¬ta), and tbeyaro satisflod tbat sultlclent labor will bo
available. Queensland and Vouezuela have a great ad¬
vantage over India. The Asiatics ure numerous, hut pe¬culiar. The history ol' the Indigo planters deters from
any reliauro being placed upon the honesty or continuous
industry of tho native*. Tho government, too, must bo a
groat deal better than it is if any profitable results can
be expected. The cotton company of Manchester, awareof tbie fact, declines to undertake growing cotton; all it
pretends to do is to purchase cotton when grown.We might supposo that It hardly needed a com
peny to accomplish this necessary business of trade. In
Queensland and Veuezuela the laborers would be more
amenable to subordination,and,at present at least, tho
means of transit from tlie one or the other would bo as
cheap as it has evor bocu from New Orleans or Mobile.
The Black Ball lino would he vory glad to enter into a
contract to bring cotton frotn Queensland at the same
rate of freight as has been paid, on the average, -for cot¬
ton from the slave Slates of America.

If tho war in America continues new fields for the pro¬duction of cotton are certain to be opened up. Unue
opened up thoy arc not likely to bo speedily ubundoned,'and they may very possibly compote successfully with
Louisiana and Alabama. A speedy termination of the
war might, however, affect the new interests.
The subjoined very interesting report from Mr. Lin¬

den, director of the Zoological Gardens of Brussels, and also
director of the botanical section of the Jardtn d'Acliinata
tiun,at Paris, to tho directors of tbo English Cotton Com¬
pany, supplies tho best proof of tho capabilities of Vene¬
zuelan soil for tbo production of cottony.
TO TUB DIRECTORS OF THE VENEZCELAjcOTTON COM

TANY (LIMITED), LONDON.
Gkxti.sju.v.You have done me the huuor to ask me my

opinion on an undertaking tho object of wliivh is to ex¬
tend the cultivation of cotton in Venezuela, and particu¬
larly in that part ot tho Bolivar estato bordering the
river Tocnyo, in tho province or Ooro.
Having been entrusted with a scientific mission by tho

government of his Majesty the King of tho Belgians,
during a period of twclvo consecutive years in the va¬
rious part* extra and intra t opical of Amorica, such as
the Brazils, tho Island of Cuba, Jamaica, Mexico, Guate¬
mala, New Granada; Venezuela and tho United States of
North America, I have had opportunities of forming a
sound opinion of the respective advantages which tbeso
several States offer fur Oho cultivation of cotton, and I do
not hesituto to declare that of all those countries, not
oven excepting the actual centre of American cotton pro¬
duction, Venezuela possesses within itself tho most com¬
pletely favorable clement for tho cultivation of tho Im¬
portant article of cottou, which nt this moment is ol' such
absorbing interest, not only to England but to (ho Conti¬
nent of Europe generally.
At a distance of seventeen days' steam navigation from

England and France, Venezuela is, of all tlio .Southern con¬
tinent of America, the ueare.-t country to Europe. It has
a great extent of const, and porsessos several purls in
which ships of the largest tonnage can anchor. Although
wholly situated beneath tho toirid zone, r.ud '41 imme¬
diate proximity of the lino, the nortliorn parts of this
vust country comprised betwoen tho ninth nod elcvonth
degrees north latiti.il", and from the sixty lirst to tho
seventy -fifth degree of longlttido (meridian of 1'arisj en¬

joy, with the exception of somo points uu ilie coast, a
healthy climate, moderate temperature and exemption
from those excessive heals exnoricnecd on the low
platLS of the southern parts, known under the name of
" Llanos."
The regions suitable for tho cultivation of cotton are

situated on plateaus several hundred feot above tho lovel
of the sea. The cotton plant grows wildly In several
parts, and I hare te n <tWe to acquire the conviction that the
staple it equal, if riot superior, to the cotton grown in the
South of the Liiited States. I shall be happy to prove this
assertion by sending you u sample picked upon the spot.

1 travollod over and explored Venezuela In every direc¬
tion during a period of throe years.and thus you will con¬
ceive the Bolivar estate which you p, sgess for your en¬
terprise was uol exempted lrotn my investigations. 1
approve of a great part of tho land which you have se¬
lected, ami 1 particularly wish to call your attention to
that part of the couutry known out there by the name of
*. M it Ion," which Is comprised between the river Tocnyo
and the mountain chain of tho Aroa. Watered by the To-
cuyoonthe one side, and by many streams descending
from tho mountains on the other tide, these lands have
upon them a system of irrigation particularly suited to
the cultlv ation of cotton.

1 b" soil is of prodigious fertility, and the climato leaves
nothing to be wished for in respect of salubrity. The
sides of the mountains are covered with magnillcont
forests, with abundance of dyewoods and timber suilablo
for all building, naval and cabiiaot-making purposes. It
is the chosen spot of the celebrated milk tree, or l'alo do
Vara (Oalac'odienilren utile), trom which the natives, by
making incisions In the truDk, obtain a milk ns nutritive
as agreeable.
The neighboring peninsula of Paraguana being thickly

populated, aud several othsr points on the coast of Ooro,will supply you with sufficient fieo laborjfor the com¬
mencement of your cultivation. Tho wag»s are about ono
shilling a day.
The river Tocnyo, navigable fur beyond tbo limits of

your property, will facilitate tho direct carrlago of yourproducts 10 tho port of Puerto Cabollo, which is only fortymiles distant.
Puerto Cubcllo is effectively sheltered from those galesand hurricanes which ravage the West Indies, ijhips of

the largest tonnage can receive tlielr cargo there.
The Tocuyo district consequently olfors all desirable

guarantees for the success of your enterprise.fecundityof soil, natural Irrigation, hoalthy climato, neighboringpopulation tonipply you with labor, and, finally, romark-ablo facilities for the shipment of your produce.
7 am persuaded, even if the toar had not broken out in the

United States, ami thin aroused Knyland to devclope the
ffmuth of the cotton plant in other parts, lhat, sooner or later,and from the force gf things, Venezuela not ilestined to be¬
come the most productive ccimiry in cotton of the two conti¬
nents of America.

It requires but the presiding genius of Europe to stimu¬
late It and to discloeo tho inexhaustible resourcos of its
soil.

I shall fe 1 happy if this information contributes to
¦tub it rcsiilt, and if it induces you to persuveio ih your
(treat mid praiseworthy enterprise, which linn all my
sympathy, and whiihll aik upon as the beginning of a
new era for the " extension" of cotton production, while,
at the same time, it will tend to the future prosperity of
Venezuela.
Your enterprise |k woi thy of all the support of tho Ve¬

nezuelan governor nt, who, it cannot budoublod, will
favor It In every pc- Ihlo w ny.

I termiuniu hy < ll'onngyou my further aorvloea lu nny»
thing in v/hloii I nan be useful, and boy you to boliovo mo
to bo. gentlemen, Jto. J. LINDEN.

Pains,Sllsl b'optctnbor, 1861.
Mr. Pao* doalros us to nay that ho will bo willing to

supply all further information on this Important fiubjoc'
to all who may bo desirous of opening a now llaid of on.

turpi iso for tlxo production of this most ossonllal commo¬
dity.

NEWS FROM THE STATE CAPITAL.
Oar Albany Correspondence.

Auia.ny, l'oc. IT, 1361.
Mason and Slidetl and England.American Feeling at a
War Paint.The Steps Taken to Erect Fortifications on

the Boundaries of the Empire Slate.What New York Has
Done, in the Vrluntecrivg Cine.The General Government
Orders No More Enlistments Under State Authorities.
Preparations for the Assembling of the Lanmuxkert.The
Contestfar the Organization.Names of the Aspirants for
Speaker and CUrk of the House.Eoclensiee Movements (f
the frtbby.New York City Affairs, Ac.
The great question of the day, ovorabadowbig und

eclipsing everything else, Is tho attttudo of John Bull in
regard to Commander Wilkoa' seizure of Mason and 311-
dell. All expected that the Cr 11ish I.ion would growl,
shake lits head und make the hairs on his back stand up
straight as soon as the intelligence reached him of the
noble action of Commodore Wilkos; but tho people goner-
ally were under tbo Impression that it would be only mo¬
mentary, and evca now there is no genoral credence given
to tbo report that orders have bean sent to our government
lor the release of Messrs. Mason and Blidell; and tbo
people generally look upon tbo outburst in England only
as tho giving vent to the long pent up sympathy for tho
Southern confederacy tbat the Mason and Slldcll stair
has given them a good opportunity to work olT. At the
sarao time they consider that, if England gets up a war
with us upon that polut, It only shows that the govern¬
ment has been, from the start, determined upon kiekiug
np a muss with us; and if tbo government should deliver
op Manon and Slldcll England would got up some other
pretext the very first opportunity, and declare war. Or,
tn other words, John Bull is determined upon war, and if
he cannot get up a plausible excuse to fight us on one
point he will on another. The English government has
shown itself so heartless, and, In fact, so hypocritical,
slnos our troubles comm.meed, that all feeling of
respect for tho government has disappeared from the
Amoricnn mind, and thoro is now but one feeling in this
quarter, except with tbo abolitionists.the curse of tbo
oountry.and tbat is to stand our ground, and lot the
worst come. No ono doubts but in such an ovent England
will be the greatest sufferer in the end, not only in rogard
to hoavy losses, but will looe that moral iufluuuco among
tho nations of the world that has heretofore gono so far
and done so much to decbio all controversies with other
nations in her favor. Blio pretends to be for freedom;
but her roal god is the almighty dollar, and a war with
us will remove tho mask and show to the world the black
heart that lias beneath tho Pharisaical cover. Lot John
Bull declare war if ho desires to; bo will find, when
his armies and fleets roach our sluires, that old
and young will bo roady to meet him. The souti-
uiont in that respect is uimost unanimous. Tho Irl.-h
arc especially jubilant over thu prospect of war, and de¬
clare it Ireland's opportunity for revenge. The Idoa of
this government for a momaut entertaining the Idea of
giving up tho captured rainlstors is hooted at iu every
direction. Had tho English government,, at tho com¬
mencement of the rebellion, declared itself in favor of
tho federal government, uud that on no consideration
would the weight of its iiiflucnco bo thrown iu favor of
the South, tho wicked and unjustifiable rebellion would
havo long since boen at an cud, and tho eotton mills of
England been fully supplied with cotton. John Dull has
been biting bis own nose off over siuce our trouble com¬
menced , and his iKwitiou on tlis Mason and Siideli affuir is
a dig at his own eyes, which he will some day boo to his
sorrow, unless his eyes are so far destroyed in tho melee
that ho is trying to get up with us that ha will not bo able
to sea anything. So much for tha Mason and Slidcll tem¬
pest.
A groat deal baa been said and doue about placing

the seaports and boundaries of tho Stato in a better
stato of defence; but littlo is known by the
public generally in regard to tho truo position of this
question. Immediately aftor the lottar of instruction of
Secretary Seward to tho Oorernors of the Stales border¬
ing on Canada, or having an oxpoeed coast, calling their
attention to the necessity of erecting and repairing forti-
llcations, Governor Morgan addressed a letter to .Secretary
Soward, stating that ho, on behalf of the State of New
York, wap ready to co-operato til the general govern,
mcnt. 'Secretary Seward immediately replied that the
subject had, since his flret letter, been referred to the
Knglncors' Bureau, and he would no doubt ieceivc a call
from one of tho ufllcials of tbut department. Governor
Morgan immediately notified tho officer in charge that ho
was ready to furnish him with any information in his
power, or'co-operate with hiin f<r tho purpose of carry¬
ing out tho wishes of the administration. Before this
lottor reached Washington, one of the principal.ofilciuls
in that dopartmeut started out on a tour of inspection,
and examined every point of interest on the border
of the Stale, aswell as tho city of New York.
'11>e oltlcials in rffargc of tlis formications in New-
York harbor were at onco given powor to proctwd with
all necessary work, and thoy say that Stato aid will not
be necessary. Governor Morgan was informed wluit had
been done, and tHat. tt was not then known whether anyasei.stauco from tho State of New York would bo neces¬
sary. And thus the matter rests, as lor us tho notion of
Stato otllcials is concerned. Tho Governor does not
know himself whether it will be necessary to recommend
any State li^istatinu on that subject or not, or whether
Congress, now that It is in session, will imimuilalrly take
such action as will lie sufficient to muko the State impreg¬
nable at all points likely to bo attacked iu the event ol'a
war with England. And thus the matter reels at present..
The general government are, however, by virtue or tho
personal inspection of the forts by un experienced officer,
iu postetalon of all tbe facts necessary for prompt and
Immediate action. I.et Congress drop the nigger for one
.lay and attend to this important quasi ion.

Thegouor il government has givox notice that no more
'volunteers aro wanted; the State- authorities are .'"how-
over, to fill «A) u!l regiments commenced, and for,warn
them as soon us possible. This notice is believed to bo In
l»ud taste; fur there is no daubt but that upwards of
thirty regiments could bo roecuited during the winter if
allowed to continue. Tho federal govorumcnt intend,
liownvor, to accept enlistments under their own auspices;
hut as fur as I can learn tilts will bo ctmOnod to the filling
up and increasing tho ranks of those regimonts already In
the service. Tho following statemout shows what tho
.State of New York has done In tho volunteering line,
besides tho three months mom lio Military
Board, created by tho List Legislature, orgunixed
thirty-eight regiments. There have boon 1 stood, by inde¬
pendent sources, and by the Governor and l.ls staff,
fifty-seven regiments of Infantry, ten of cavalry, uud two
of artillery, besides several independent batteries and
companies accepted for at lo.ist sixteen more regiments,
and all with far loss noise nnd tumult than that which
characterized the action of the famous Military Board.
This places tho forces of the State lu the following condi¬
tion
ilogiments of infantry P5
Itegintents of cavalry 10
Rogitnonls of artillery 2

Total 107
There aro also nino independent batteries, of noma one
hundred aud sixtcou ra-.n each; also fragment* of regi¬
ments not yet organized Into regiments, numbering iu
which there are over sixteen thousand men enrolled. The
latter will be spoodily consolidated Into regiments as
their ranks are filled up, so that a', least sixteen regi¬
ments will bo Oiled up to their full number. This will
make a volunteer force, aside from what has been fur¬
nished for the navy and I he regular army.which together
numbers several tiiousand.of fully one hundred and
twnnty-four regiments, or a force of about one hundred
and twenty thousand.and all of that in less than
nine months of time. And yet th" resources of
tho State are not in the least affected.

_
A war

with England would bring out that "number
in less than three mouths, aud then tho military capacity
of the State will not be exhausted. What other govern-
inent but that of the I'nited States, that has no military
organization except a little handful of regulars, and has
made no pretensions at being a warlike 1'ower, could go
ard do likewise? And if this can bo done to put down a
rebellion on eur own borders, where may wc place the
bounds of our power in a war with a foreign nation ?

Hut from tho wars and rumors of wars, the marshalling
of the bravo for tho groat contest that await* us as a na¬
tion, let us turn to the gossip afloat in regard to the or¬
ganization of the next Legislature. Wo confess that it Is
like taking tho reader from a subject of importance.
fi otn a quest ion that the entire nation is interested m to
one that only a few mousing politicians cars for. Hut it
Isrulyfrom these little and apparently unimportant sub¬
jects that othors are formed which dernau inoro notice.
The hotels have been rofittod, swept and garnished, ruady
for the approach of the lawmakers, and the vultures of
tin lobby who always follow in their wake, as if they,
with their hands In nil manner of corruption and filth, de¬
served a cloan room and bed. Congress Hall has boon
overhauled, painted Inside and out, frescoed, papered, re¬
fitted and halls changed, until It looks llko a new Intel.
A number of tho most intluential Senators in the point of
ability and the cream of tho House have engaged quarters
thorest, as have also Dourly all tho New York delegations
to both Uousos. This, lu connection with the fact that tho
Judges of tho Court of Appeals aro all to stop there, com
hiuos to render that hotel the headquarters for tho ses¬
sion. The proprietors of tho Delavan have been enlarging
tholr house, aud are endeavoring to get tho now por¬
tions in readiness for occupancy nt tl> com¬
mencement of tho session. As usual, this will
probably ho the headquarters of Gcorgo Law *n<$ hi*

i llmio of liveried and salariod man, dm wall as thatof tho Central Railroad cliqu .. It be eg couvenloul tothe dojK't of tho ULiOi, lu c.tuc of a fright llioy cm lu',.o asudden departure.
A number of tlui members luvo taken private housesend intend to kuop open bouse by themselves. Tito Do-luvan Hotol people have given out tlmt Hours, Raymondand (kxldiiigtoii aro not going to take up quariurs In

»So:ititor Harris' marshal, but tlmt they have uugugedrooms at their hotol, and that Royal Phelps will occupythe albrosiid mansion by kiins 'll1. Ilut m contradiction
to this 1 have it from u friend of Ponotor Harris, a gentlo-
nian ou lite roost inl iniato tonus, who soys that he was
fully posted In regard to the agreement that Raymondro;i'tul Senator Harris1 house. Tito bargulu was made with
Raymond, with tho understanding that ho wits to occupyIt in connection with Messrs. 1 helps and Coddington, the
thico to koop house together. TltiB house, being barely
across tho street from thi Capitol, is certainly just tlie
thing for the extensive operations that it is reported Mr.
Raymond u preparing to engage In dui uig the session.
A great deal of interest is manifested lu regard to the

organization of the llouso; but as yet no one can tell who
will ho the Spoakur. Immediately after election Mr. Al¬
vord, of rtyrecuse, a Union democrat,loomed up very
strong; all at onco he appeared to be losing grouud and
Raymond leudingolf; hut now tho tide Is changingagainsthim, hut has not, as far as I can lonrn, sotllud down on
ony particular candidate. Tho iiersons named for this
lin(«i tanl position aro Alvord, of Syracuse; Raymond,of New York; l'iorce.of Ulster; Hurl burl, of Pt. Lawrence;Ogden,of Yatea, and Stetson, of Clinton. Tho llrst and
the lust two aro Union deinocruls, and tho others repub¬licans. Whe n the contest will end no one at present can
tell. It Is said that ex«Spenker Littlojohn
Is working for Raymond, as aro a nmnhur
of otlior politicians of his class. There was
an agruemcul between Croeloy and Raymond, formed
about two weeks since, which pledged Greoluy to support
Raymond for Speaker, aud the latter lu turn wus to favor
Greeley for United States Senator, as suooi asor of Preston
King. Rut this agreement has boon apparently broken,
although tho kuowing ones nay that it is only a ruso, or
a dodge, resorted to by Greeley to prevent Litllejohn and
(bo Weed politicians from leaving Raymond, ami at tho
namo time Greeley 's influence Is to be given In support of
Raymond, who, If elected, is to carry out tho original
understanding. This is certainly a sharp piece of prac¬
tice on tho part of Croeloy to get ku choice electod
Speaker and his opponents to vote for him. Raymond
has ulso the support of the Uroudway Railroad philoso¬
pher since they abandoned Alvord, as well at the mana¬
gers of the late Wort Washington Market job, who are to
appear at Albany this winter with a scheme for tho sellingof the Washington Market property and tho converting of
the Guimevoort property tntou market. With all this influ¬
ence backing him, Raymond s prospects look just now
as being very good, but there Is co tolling what jeulousies
may arise or new combinations be formed before the 7th
day of January next.

'l'hore are numorous candidates for the position of Clerk.
Among them the must prominent arc II. A. Risloy, of
Chautauqua; G. M. Van Nort, of New York; J. H. Nafew,
of Albany; H. A. Prondurgast, of Chautauqua; Colt, of
Laviugslon aud Curbman, of L'ilca. There is, thereforo, a
uise lltllo squabble for that positiun also.
The grout quests n which the conservative members of

the House aro endeavoring to decide ut present is the
policy of holding a preliminary caucus for the nomination
of a Speaker, or to go immediately into the House aud
ballot. Tho abolitionists, or tho emancipation
and arming of the slave class of ropubll-
cms, arc urging to their utmost a republican
caucus. Their plau, although they endeavor to disguise It
us much as possible, is to have all those members of ro-
public.ut antecedents, who make about two majority of
the Ho. sc, to go into cuucus, and agree ii|>on a candidate
for Spuakor, and whilst there tuko tho preliminary stops
towurds securing that portion of tho Legislature towards
an auti administration (lOltcy aud in favor of the Fre¬
mont, Sumner and Garrison schema to upsot the admi¬
nistration. Tho question, theroforo, is whether Ibis
scheme will prove successful by calling a straight repub¬
lican caucus. Uho Uoi u democrats, an !, in fact, 1 may
f.ay tho entire democratic portion of the legislature, aro
iu favor of rallying to tho sup|M>rt of tho pokey of the
1 'resident, aud will bo found ready to rally upon lhat
point, throwing one side all their old parly names. It
will he seen, therefore, tliut this abolition dodge of call¬
ing a distinct republican caucus is a ques¬
tion of vital importance. On it rests the
question of supporting the President by tlie working
majority; arvl there is at (iresaut a prospect of some sig
nllicoct combinations springing up out of this dodce.
Phould the abolitionists succeed in their schome by hav¬
ing the caucus assemblu, there is every progpoct of a
large number of Union and conservative republicans re¬
let listing tlie move, and < nough will unite with theso of
democratic antecedent.- to oloct a Union democrat Speak¬
er. It is a comp'lcalod aflhlr and a trouhlcomo one to
matuige, but there is no doubt of the result if a straight
republican caucus is held. These I'-ic is render t huorgu
niratiou of.tho Assembly ono of tb" most important poli¬
tical questions of tho day. Tb<> Isstro is fast narrowingdown to the support of tho President oti one side au.l the
uholitlonlsts on the other.
There aro more extensive arrangements being made bytho lobby managers than for any other session for years.Th to are more rooms engaged at high priors then on anyother occasion within tny knowledge. The BroadwayRailroad men have engaged, not only in public, but in

private houses, ami in foot preparations are being made
for the most extensive busmen* in the lobby line imagi¬
nable. Tho principal jobs nro from Now York, but in
which men from all parts of thoStato will be engaged.
One of the recent schemes of a formidable nature is one
that originates from a combination botwrou fionot,
County Clerk elect, and Ruymond, of tho Tims, tho de¬
tails of which, as far as I can gather in Albany, aro to tho
eflbct that the county officers and the republican commis¬
sion shall be protectod, and tho lees of their office retained
at the present rate.the republicans to be propitiated
by giving them all tho departments in ibo interest of the
Common Council, such as tho City Inspector, Crolou
Hoard, and, if necessary.to still further Secure that object,
of sustaining tho county offices, to abolish the lower
branch of tho Common Council. This, it will be soon,places Mr. Genet In the position of entering into a combe
nation, in order to sustain himself, that will strip his old
associates of all their power and inlluoace. Tho bill, Ii
understand, Is already drawn. Mr. .lone', the member
elect from tbe Seventeenth Assembly district of New
York.lieuet's own district.Is at work amung the de¬
mocrats, securing their support to this project.

mn FROM CALIFORNIA. AND OREGON,

Tho New Oregon Senator an. Alleged So.
rcssionlst.The National: Loan in Uailr
farnlu.A New Cornet, Am., die..
The arrival of the steamer Champion ut this port on

Monday ovoaing from Aspinwali, bringing tho California
mail, has placed us in possession of our regmar exchanges
from tho lattor place.- From them wo tako the follcw.in«
extracts:.

THE NF.W OREGON 9F.NACOR.
(From the Oregoniau. Nov. U.]Tho A<ft<erfi>r of Thursday, announces the appolntnwvt ,

by Governor Whitoaker, of Benjamin Ntaik,. Esq., of this
city, as Senator of the United States, In place ol'(Scasral
Baker, dooonscd. Wo desiro to say that wo huvvno
complnluts to make against Mr. Sta^k ana gor.i'esi.m;but we*do loel that in hloappolntment as Senator a
grievous wrong has b.-en done to the people of Ot.Tgotiand the United States. Mr. Stark atom's herein publicestimation as an avowed secessionist.believes secession
is right.that th" ?onth is right.that tlio £outh will suc¬
ceed in tho war against tho government.and, inJecd, it
ia salddje lias declared that "wo havo no government,"uud that "li'hocuuld sell his property ho would romovo
and join the South." lndood, ho has been open-mouthed
a0ainst the government, anil his declarations cf hostility
to it liavo long shocked tho patriotic citizens who have
listened to him. Wc bolievo it to ba a truth that car loyal
citizens hove no morn confidence In him tl an they havo
in Breckinridge, or Bright, or others that wo might
uame, who are, acting with the rebels or who have dc-
scr ted tho country and gone to their camps for protec¬
tion.

It Is in view of all tho facts in this case,known to most
of our citizens, that wo say this appointment is in et un¬
fortunate and disgraceful to onr State. Could not Gov.
Wliltonkor llnd among his friends PB'> competent man true
to the Vulou.to the government in its efforts to preserve
that Union.who would act w.ih those democrats in
Congress who havo given their hearts nnd hands to
tho cause? Has moral treason gone so far with his friends
that such a man cannot bo found of his party within the
circle of his knowledge? A ninu cf Sir. Stark's views
can do nothing in Congress for this State. His infiuonco
will always be against our welfare. In the Senate ho will
tind no sympathizers. Breckinridge lias gone to tho
enemy.Bright is supposed to absent hiinsolf purposely
I'.om his State.rowcfl will bo requested to leav6 the Se¬
na ".and tho thr. traitors in the other house are fair
candidates .or close quarters; and worse than all, wc havo
no reason to believe that if tho new Senator expresses
himself at. Washington ns he lias in Oregon ho will
escape u sojourn at Fort Iaifoyetto. What an additional
stigma this would be upon our State.
Wc have made th. so remarks because thsy are due to

the loyal members of the Senato, and tliey are due to onr
people. A large majority of the citizens cf Oregon are
ror ibe Union. They havo been wronged beyond measure
by this appointment. But, thank God, Oregon will sub¬
mit only a few months to the degradation irh.cli she now
feels and acknowledges.

BUlTlSn VESSELS EXPECTED AT SAN FRANCISCO.
The Alta of tho 27th- says .Her BritannicMajesty's

iteini lino of-batlle ship Bacchante, Dying the tlag of
Ro.ir-Admtr.1 Mail'and,ls expected *> arrive shortly at
this port from tho North, accompanied by three other
nun of war of his 1 aciflo squadron, on their way to tho
Mexican coast. Tl;oy arc probably, under orders to cc-
oiairatc with the Atlantic squadica.

Ot'll RUSSIAN VISITERS.
[From tho Aita.Nov. 27.1

When the Rnision coryotte now in our harbor was re¬
viving a complimentary sriuto from Aloatrw, a sailorftn up the rigging and waved tho Union flag from aloft.
showing thai Russia's sympathy with America is a senti¬
ment in whioh the farthest, [travelled Russians share. To-
day the Collector, SurTeyar, Naval Officer, Navy Agentand other of our government officials have boarded the Jcorvotte personally to tender to her gallant officers tho

'

assurances or iaspect end esteem with which they ere re»
garded by all loyal in/m in San Francisco.

RECKCITINO IN CALIFORNIA.
Th« First regiment is almost full; so Is the Second, andthe Third is not br-hind M. The c«hw rslgnvents, judgingby these, aro a'jo filling rapidly.

TUB NATIONAL LOAN IK CALIFORNIA.
Einee the ft'Ji of Soptembe-. tV re have been paid into the

hands of citizens from tl# (Jub Treasurer's Dcpartmeut
some Jil.200,000.

a.niw comet.
[From th . Napa Reporter, Nov. 0.]A comet was vls'./>lo from Napa on Sunday and Mondaynights. The nigijtg Ravo been too'foggy ever since to

keej) watch of t'je motions of tho celestial visiter. We
suppose, however, that he is "around" in spite of the
fog.
The Hoitse of Krnstns Corning & Co.

Albany, Boo. i8, lbdl.
P.jlborl C. Davidson, tho principal managing partner in

t'.ie house of Erastus Corning & Co., withdraws to- day
from the firm, in consequents of longcontinued tH health.

OAKEY IIAlt ON IIORACE GREELEY.
U*tte* to Joseph Itoxle. «¦*-.My Dkxh Hnrlt .In tlio Tribune publish -d on tho da«after the Mayoralty election wero consul. uolsIv nrlnuiaiming the oditorluls the words " Poor Joo I"TUay undoubtedly "made tho uuskillful liugh" batthey also » utile the judicious grlevo;" ami (its iiamletcentimes) * thoceusuro of tiao which one must iu vourallowance out wmgh a whole thoutro of other*."upon tlie <lay hofore tliat publication, yon had exer¬cised your right of suffrage as a private oitisefS, by votinwTor a much ri-epcctod and personal friend. Upon severaldsvs prev'ousiy, you had, us a private oil!ion, exorcisedyour olu.lce of electioneering. It happening th.it thevote and the electioneering were not in accordance withthe views of Horace Greuluy, and your candidate bcincdefeated, you were salocteu I rum among lUe soventv-Uvethousand doctors to bo (under a suction of AlexanderHamilton's colebrai <4 libel dollnition) " hold up to pub¬lic ridicule." Just US effectually so by the Intention ofIhi so two words as if a column hud boon used by the peawhich seems to boast to itself an editorial reign of terrarover judges, prosecutors and jurymen; and, thoroftirslaughs to scorn the consnqusncen of libel at which a poorcountry editor might, under similar circumstances, justlytremble. *

When the paper containing the words wm shown te
me, 1 was instantly reminded of u conversation hulwoea
us during our reccut joint canvass. You jokingly alludedto Horace tireeley's attacks upon b.-v-tuI candidates (wit*hid at various times thwarted Horace Urteley 'sambilloaa
or p ditlcal interests). I Hunk my words were:."Yourtime will also come, Hoxio, for you are not forgiven thesmall amount of titu and money Hint you oxpei dod lastFebruary, at.Albany, in doing for II race Greeley as acandidate for United State*Senator.that which was onlycrimmul when doun against him or U:s favorito man.
lobbying." You distoulod, and thought Horace Greeleywould never truad ujkiu tho friomiglii, s and other fuvom
of-twcnly j ears, to Indulge inn libel upon you.Hut the younger prophet, my dear Hoxio, provo* meat
correct. Those friendships wero wiped from the T. ibum
slate us remorselessly us a 'lin g throttles bis neighbor.(Let mu chrouiclo an bonorublo difference. A playfulallusion to your candidate's defeat appeared in tbo A'< rtiingfnsloi tho same day. That paper being eiiiled by a post'and a arilic.men who cherish guullomunly instincts, owl
are sought after in social life, from which clodhoppers
are excluded.apologized the next oveniug lortheuilusioa
to yourself, and in a mannorsu happy and eulogistic, that I
daresay you did not rcgrot the original article. But no
regret has been expressed by Horace Grooloy for the in¬
sult to his old friend, and to the daughters, son* end
family associates of that old friend!
But to even such a cloud thore is a sliver lining. Thn

two word* of insult to you have done much more to en¬
lighten the peculiar admirers of Horace Greeley as to his
editorial vindictlvencss and political hypocrisy than did
oven his colobratod cpistie to Senator Seward, in which
ho deprocatcd bis loss of a nomination for Lieutenant
Governor, because it also lost bim an occasion " to makn.
my paper soli."
EvenTom Pinch found out PcoksnlfTat last, and the few w

remaining tdolators of Horace Groeloy can read to advan¬
tage how (twos that "Tom found his deity a false one II
they will pouder over the tlilrty-llrst chapter of''Martin
Chuxzlewil,"
Permit me to glvo you my explanation of why Horses

Greoley tlms singled you out for his ridicule from amoon
75,000 electors. It was because you bud offendod his saK-
consciousness.
Horace Greeley is a man of strong will and vigorous *

thought. He is u rapid thiukor and a headlong writer.
Ho bus considerable native genius; but he has contracted
two tlvroni' menial diseases, that increase in "Ulnae*'*
with, ins yours One is a morbid solf-consciouccess..
worm thuu that of Narcissus (whom, in justice to thn <

world, tho gods speedily sent to Hades). The other dis-
case is a villager s fondness lor lieuring and retailing
gossip,.conjoined with a pronciicss to intermoddling. Iu-
slea of being obliged (as all mortuls similarly afflicted
are obliged 1 to run cut and oxorciio his solf-conscloaa-
uess from pillar to post. or to pick up and repeat his ged-
sip aurt enact his intermeddling around llio world, ,

Horace Greeley has u newspaper w hich Is his glass to r£Hod self-consciousness in, and bis viaduct of gossip and. I
his engine of intermeddling.
This oxtraordiua'-y self-consciousness destroys his B-

delity to friouds, his magnanimity lo enomies, his devo¬
tion to country and his regard for social tranquility. For ..
a long time it was s'cltfully omcoaled by a claim of pub-u
lie spirit. But what is it .Sir William Draper, in bis <

tec"nil letter to Junius, said?."Disappointed ambition, .

resentment for defeated hopes, and desire of revenge,.,
assume but loo otton the appearanco of public spirit."
Wlten Horace Groeley edited tho A'eio Yorhr this aslf-

consciousness was latont. But when Diogenes (as I one* -

be irrt you remark on tho stuinp) gets out of a tub be is .

generally a different philosopher fr. in tho one bnside tha*
butighole. 'iho self consciousness was only dovelopodi
whon tho business sagacity of Thomas McElruth furnished-:
broose and siring tor tlio Horace Greoley kite, and' th*»
Trifwnr, soaring into tho lowor cloudc of popular favor,,invited men's attention. Mr. McEiratb be.ug modes**
and I to/ace Groeley.otherwise, tlic attention c mtoredosL
tlio latter. Hi-B-nes ilicu emerged from bis tub. AsdL
the editorials begun to bu, what they have always con.
tinned to tie, coucblved iu the words of Gratiauo, "1 «aa
Fir Oracle, and when I opo my lips let no dog baric."
Soon fancyiug tlio results of his self-uouamousnesaatai

be as palataiffo lo the public cs they were to himself,; JSSr
attempted to make a republic of II irsco Greoieys, pcop|sA
by hia readers. It was not a fashion of diet, or or daeat
ho would sot (as lowor order mortals did), but ona. oft
morals and politics. Tha Tribune tried a rcpub-r
lie of Bhu'-anxers and free lovers, and anoMMf'
farmers aud -strongminded women. But tha vTnenfl
haud of Thomas McKlrath polled the curb> ami ,the "H. .0." stead umbled off into tho* rMf J
course of personal politics. It entered for the Epaocaua ,

(which turned out full of Epsom salts) uf muyoraJDeOfgm *

grass ships and gubernatorial, sonstorial and »a*Mi a-ilorlal dignities. Thero was erected a grand Aiwlf ofthose win) bettod on tho aspirations. They whe .turn* I
held against the favorite were pUced Irehlnd ' hf. -co Mand pummelled or detained over night m ZYrfut-Majft '|Public questions and private quarrels wore trvsmA« ,f ^the Ti in/tic editorials in a manner best calculatedAws ukothem subsidiary to the triumphs of this.scK cxwmr |(H..
nets*. Tho cditorisls admitlod no pussibill'ypoffv ,rrorand were without qualitlcation of tact or douot uf.' logie*Therowero no "poradventures" nor "ifiive-isn at
rakons." They wcroof tho Sir Oracle, deg/ynda aassr-lioual schuol of rhetoric. '

Hid a Congressman voyage counter,..-Oir with bin head, so much for Bucklti^barafi w ^ beardbohind the scenes. Did the Chief dustitti.-J# a stata
or of the United States think dltfcrenupy f rom theTrib'tne groove of thought.presto i.,ha-'*as.« ditortallywritten down uu ass. And as solf-sonsclousnid , jS tt coa.
tagtous disease, it extended throughth#.wifoJ of HoracaGreeley's statf. Hid au actor, nod cc«d» y ,0 thotheatrical critic.up went the. iuk,.l>oUia,,» tho actor'*wholo repertoire. Hid a Judge infr tug'#.;. at crudlegal ideas of the bar reporter.mc.jaUK^-aS iStle ,pottedbis ermine. Did a leading author reft:«al homage tothe household critic." analhoniA';'waastl scribod uponhis volume on tho Trillin* shelf, :uitL.e lis publishersmaligned. Hid o statesman, differ fnas.0 itmw policy.his .vars of schola-ahip ar.<LpalrloUw*i ,rere placed atthe .too Miller meicy of tho last smutty .rang man fromBoston. So that the T.Vmn* readers ham reflected In thenewspaper not plain fact? and seuaAlS iC, but the idio¬syncrasies, prejudices and, likes ot. IS) ace Greeley andliis stall*.
Suppose, my dear Hoxle,-that fWW? iembor of sodlotyallliotcd with the dlscasaof go f-scnaaW sness had a news¬paper at his hand.to think aloud dial all times of thoday and n'ght: in moods buipus, ,pu» -matte, atUirnlne,sanguine: bef.'re breakfast and Sm«i> breakfast; whendomestic roads tvero rough or msr*® mized; wbn hopenwore highor low; when,! -ilfishncfr Iim castoriy ordiablerlopifTted southerly, &c..In slVaM, pouring tlraciudltieoof rapi 1 thought ) J'-O tho cobnut* j of a newspaper a J-*Horace Greeley, nu J not (lrst sddOf them with rollnc.llv*labor.' Why there "vtjuld he i>..~** odcrution o! Kilkennycat States, presu'ed over by Mt J0 disappointed philo¬sopher.
Next of the go'cip disease. M r.,CP Greeley is a victimto curiosity. H > private .ektfi ,m ycaiiy witnesses aconstant preeessionofgossipg.* "needy knife grinde-s,"or sn nva'.ancho of hearsay, r omnuinicattons, retailingrumors, linpre -a uns, scandr j. upii. ions,goers-s, kc ,kc.n-iraec Greeley pears these I ,to liis alembic, or worrti-sti:!, or rotor . :,or y. hatsrev er you mny choose to call It),and the next avuvnins resdiy , have :),e benetit of tho firstproof dl3tlilut:(Jis. *or '"*f dr.lous hlmsolf, ho believesin tbcm nil, at d dr,nks cm i smilingly. This is not won-deri'ul, y ) nf.ay say, f\x>M lie so s iprcmoly believes inhlinsell.
Necesstvl'y there o.» w modifications, or ninpliflca-tions, or corrections, :»,. iter issues of the paper, ns thenew set of rumor-my -a .j. incensed friends rush intotho lire o! the rapid pi is ;(ysion toward lu.- shrine of gos¬sip. So taat an insomiP s Ktiropcan friend,after perusing(amour iliy.curlo3fU'i# of the Historical Library) somefiles of the TVil nnr,.te mark< d:."A person should read Itenly ovary other day yrt. he must take care to starsright'^. If ho CLg'M on a thlnking-aloud morning, or afirst hlush-rnniCTv'V y, anil skipped tho davs ofotter thoughts,, f ,r modications, or corrected ru-mo-s, he was eat* ally a bewildered reader. But If he ra¬ve: scd '.ho arrnOff :mont he became measurably contor.toclw ill Tribune, vest ,vs.especially if ho read anothor dailypal er as as alter itivc."
Tbo incihfjosw ne disease loads Horace Greeley towardsthreats and t'Jf jtations. Ho meddles, for example, withfed ral, Statwv and local legislation, as an Individual and apartisan, whs n tho unthinking portion of tho world keenhim a publKj spirited editor. Wli n Horace Greeley isSpeaker, CW rk, Chairman of Committee, lobby advisor,kc., fc«.,aS. legislation progresses swimmingly.in hisnowspapur. But if he burns his flngors (us meddlekouwacheoi bofys often do), he thinks all around him hav*similar 'blackened fingers. Ho pefpctaally "jobbiaa"with thf) outer world. Indeed, thoro Is no greater Ihbby-er in th e linked States.although bo Is continually rais¬ing tli.e hue and cry against others. A paid.asoentarylawyer in England or In this country, who Is employed topresyaro or explain private bills to a Congressional, legie-latiteor civic'committee, must pack trunk, travel ind

loi%e at hotels to accomplish hie employment. Horse*Goeekv is more fortuaate. Seated In his oduorial chair,Ve Bunnncns pen, ic*. paper, pnntors'devil^, composi¬tors, pressmen, newsboys and fisderal matin to accom¬
plish bis lobbying.

A, .
,Is there a Minnesota land grant to bo helped.a rail¬

road charter In leva to be furthered.ajUrtoleyIteSpoakerto bo chosen nt Washington.sn otfico. holder to ba
badgered into f ringing his advertkdug/patronage ("tobelt) sell my paper") lest his fees .-<ufrer..an antl-Groelay-ite clerk to be slaughtered at Albany-.a Boston Mayor to
bo overawed.a Philadelphia judge tWbo intimidntod.*
Baltimore jury to bo influenced, or a New York juilgo tobo Interested In "my fi knd's" case, or a pot schema to
be furthered at Trenton, or n City Hall Councilman to b*
draaooncd into voting a printing blli, vh«-n tho columns of
the r/ibuiK will do tho necessary lobbying, and all th*
more eD'oCtually because it is the livery of tho publicspirited Horace Greeley wherein the lobby devil "serve*
tho private end.
When Horace Gr< oloy emerged from thq crte.i of a

brain fever iu order to dsny h's complicity with tho "On
to Richmond'' meddling, I at first thought tt was an effort,at moral oourago and patriotism, and so I said. But lb
has since become evident that it was the supreme s<df-
conscloutnetfs which dictated the disclaimer, and Horac*.Greeley's selfconscioueness, disear^i and the con¬
comitant symptoms Of gossip and modelling,must bu hold accountable for tli vMauessss massacre,by overv widow and orphan, of l-.tkt July. I think, mydca, Unitie, you and 1, uudop sarao ciroumswnces.


